
Ecological Controversies: Humans and Nature 
Fall School

When: 25-29 October 2021
Time: 9:00 -17:00
Where: Irchel Campus, University of Zurich, 
Switzerland

The theme of the summer school will be “Controversies in Ecology: Humans and 

Nature”. Now and again, ecologists shake off any reputation as tree-hugging, always-

getting-along-well, aligned-in-cause. Instead, they get involved in a good ‘ole 

disagreement, flinging barbs back and forth in the journals, and elsewhere. We will 

consider controversies that the address the biological and cultural relationships 

between people and their environments as well as classical ecological controversies. 

Students will:

- Develop and present their deep understanding of a controversy.

- Increase their synthetic and critical thinking competencies.

- Think creatively about resolving controversies.

- Probe the role of controversies for diverse impacts of research.

- Increase skills across diverse dissemination pathways.

Instructors will be international experts in a range of controversies and also across the 

competencies list above.

To register: please mail phdecology(at)ieu.uzh.ch, include your PhD program, student number 
and institution.

Cost: Students from non-affiliated PhD programs are required to pay a course fee of CHF 230.

What you need to know: Students should already have experience related to:
- Searching for important relevant literature.
- Reading and interpreting literature.
- Constructing a research proposal.
- Using diverse methods of presenting findings.


