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Abstract:

The spinner dolphin displays a particular pattern of activities, with foraging being exclusively
nocturnal, and rest and sleep confined to the daylight hours. In the Red Sea, resting schools
regularly occur in the shallow lagoons of several coastal reefs. The rapid, and largely
unregulated, growth of commercial dolphin watching and swim-with activities at these resting
areas raised concerns over the potential detrimental effects of the industry on the wild
populations targeted. This study investigated the short-term behavioural responses of dolphins
at three resting areas with different tourist management strategies. Together with a first
assessment of populations’ site fidelity and connectivity, these data helped define priorities for
conservation and formulate management recommendations.
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