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Abstract:

Inclusive fitness theory is a widely invoked mechanism for explaining the evolution of altruistic
workers in insect societies. In testing this theory the indirect component of inclusive fithess has
received much attention while the direct component has been all but neglected. For this
reason, our current research is focused on direct fithess options for workers in the primitively
eusocial wasp Ropalidia marginata. Our research reveals an important and fascinating role for
direct fitness in promoting the evolution of social behavior.
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