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Abstract:
Phenotypes evolve in response to the environment, but we know next to nothing about the
underlying genes and interaction networks driving such adaptations. We use natural
populations of the house mouse to approach this question. House mice are a particularly good
model, because they have radiated across the globe in several waves and have split into
several species and subspecies within a short time. At the same time, they represent one of
the best bio-medical model systems, with a wealth of genomic and genetic data available. In
the talk I will mostly combine insights into the genetics of skeletal phenotype evolution, with a
discussion of the role of newly evolved genes in lineage-specific adaptations.
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