
 

 

PhD Student position in Evolutionary Ecology 
 

On: “Ecology and Evolution of Cancer” 
 

at the University of Zurich, Switzerland 
 

A PhD student position for the second phase of the URPP Evolution in Action, of 48 months 
duration, is available at the University of Zurich working with Prof Hanna Kokko and her 

international team www.kokkonuts.org.  
 
The PhD student will work to establish a proper understanding of evolutionary processes that 

include cancer risk as a factor that can terminate a reproductive career. This involves 
modelling life histories and growth schedules with cancer risk, examining trade-offs between 

reproduction and cancer in a wild house mouse population near Zurich (collaboration with 
Anna Lindholm), and collecting systematic data on long-lived animals protected from 
predation and parasitism (veterinary data from zoos). The PhD student will also benefit an 

established collaboration between Prof. Kokko's team and Prof. Carlo Maley's team at 
Arizona State University, as well as between Prof. Dr. Kokko and Dr. Kathleen Sprouffske. 

The ‘kokkonuts’ research group is also part of a Centre of Excellence in Biological 
Interactions, which will bring the PhD Student in contact with Universities of Helsinki and 
Jyväskylä in Finland (https://www.jyu.fi/bioenv/en/divisions/coe- interactions).  

 
We are a team that places a lot of emphasis on creating theoretical work that integrates well 

with empirical findings. The most up to date version of our current interests can be best 
described by the list of journal club articles that we discuss each week (www.kokkonuts.org, 
click on ‘journal club’).  

 
The working language in the group is English (German skills are not essential). The position 

is available from 01. January 2017. The target application date is 10.10.2016, but open until a 
suitable candidate has been found. 
 

Applicants should send a cover letter with a  
- Statement of their research interests, especially in relation to the journal club articles 

as mentioned above 
- C.V. (including publication list), and  
- Reference letters of at least one referee should be added as a pdf 

 
Applications should form a single pdf file and this should be sent to: 

hanna.kokko@ieu.uzh.ch 
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https://www.jyu.fi/bioenv/en/divisions/coe-interactions
http://www.kokkonuts.org/

